[Therapeutic results of hepatic resection using thermal ablation for unresectable colorectal liver metastases].
We have retrospectively reviewed the therapeutic results of hepatic resection with or without thermal ablation therapy (TA) for colorectal liver metastases in 138 patients between 1994 and 2006. A total of 88 unresectable liver metastatic lesions were selectively treated with TA as initial treatment (42 patients) basically in combination with hepatectomy. Overall, TA achieved a high local tumor control rate of 94.3%. Multivariate analysis revealed that initial TA therapy was not a significantly predictive factor of hepatic recurrence or any recurrence. TA therapies in combination with hepatectomy may offer improving resectability without risk to intrahepatic dissemination or to extrahepatic recurrence.